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Burtchville Township 4000 Burtch Roa
Planning Commission______Lakeport, Michigan 48059

Minutes of September 2, 2025 Planning Commission Regular Meeting;
Chairman, Paul Richards called the meeting of the Burtchville Township Planning
Commission to order at 7:00 p.m.; Pledge of Allegiance Recited

Members Present: Minnie, Richards, Schmitt, Stevens, Tremble, and Vargo.
Excused: Wollenweber
Citizens present: Bill Goossens, Zoning Administrator; Chris Barto, Jill Barto, Diane Leslie,
Bob Leslie, and Laura Irwin of DTE

Minutes: Motion by Minnie, second by Schmidt, to approve minutes of July 8, 2025,
regular meeting. No discussion. Motion unanimously approved by voice vote.

Close Regular meeting at 7:04 p.m. and open Public Hearing at 7:04 p.m.

September 2, 2025, Public Hearing on Section 154.151 Survey Stake Ordinance
Amendment:

Published in the Times Herald on 7/24/2025; Notice of Public Hearing posted on 7/24/2025.

No comments from the public.  No correspondence received regarding the Ordinance
amendment.

Close Public Hearing at 7:09 p.m. and reopen Regular meeting at 7:09 p.m.

New Business:
1. Election of officers. Motion by Minnie to postpone election of officers to next

month as Mark is not here and Travis has just come. Schmitt second.  Motion
carried by voice vote.

Old Business:
1. Short Term rentals.

a. Amendments:  Proposed amendment not ready, need to incorporate
information from public at last public hearing on short term rental ordinance.
Will look at that next month.

b. Regarding using company to monitor short term rentals. Vargo mentioned that
the Zoning Administrator has advised that should be off the agenda as the
Township Board is handling that matter. Vargo also mentioned that it is not in
our realm, we can’t make a recommendation.

2. Alternative energy - Solar Ordinance: Noted that DTE is suing the county for their
regulation that the Health Department came up with which we were incorporating
into our ordinance.

3. Survey Stake Amendment 154.151. Minnie commented that with regards to
paragraph D and waiver the Supervisor feels that a board member should be
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involved with waiver because an elected official.  Vargo advised that will then have
to change other ordinances with regard to Planning Commission Chairman
approval.  Also advised that the proposed amendment was reviewed by the
Township Attorney with the specific wording “D. Only, the Zoning Administrator
and the Planning Commission Chairperson, or his/her alternate, may waive…” and
she read the attorney’s written approval into the record. Schmitt asked for
clarification that the Board has already seen the proposed amendment.  Vargo
affirmed in May before it was set for public hearing. Motion by Richards that
recommend approval of the proposed amendment to Section 154.151 as published,
send it to the County Metropolitan Planning for their review and send it to the
Township Board after the County review and let the Board decide what they want
to do with it as far as paragraph D. Second by Tremble. Roll Call Vote: Minnie,
no; Schmitt, yes; Stevens, no; Tremble, yes; Vargo, yes; Richards, yes;
Wollenweber, absent.  Motion carried.

4. Master Plan. Richards advised that Wollenweber has been doing a lot of work
getting quotes for work on the update of the master plan.  Richards passed out a
letter from Wollenweber with packets regarding quotes from David Scurto of
Carlisle Wortman, Joe Tangari of Giffels Webster, Jodie L. Hebner of Spicer
Group, Inc. and Kim Harmer. General discussion of costs.  Richards commented to
do properly should update the Master Plan and then look to see if the Ordinance
Book still reflects what it says and then revise the Ordinance Book to match the
Master Plan. Minnie stated her recommendation is going with Kim Harmer at least
for five years. Richards commented that we can give a recommendation that we
think it needs to be updated because everything in it is 30 years old; it has no major
change but there has been changes. Tremble added that probably don’t need to
change a whole lot. Minnie commented maybe need to look at Ag/residential size
of lots and whether can put more than one house on the lot. Richards one of things
Board should probably address if you get into a lawsuit one of the things looked at
is the master plan because it is the basis for your zoning ordinances. Schmitt
mentioned we know on the State level going to cluster housing and made us allow
in zoning. Doesn’t think a lot of changes, water is biggest thing. Richards
commented since four of five bids to update the Master Plan came in at $30,000+,
the Master Plan was adopted in 2000, it is 25 years old and most of the data in it is
30 years old. Motion by Richards to recommend to the Township Board that look
at updating the Master Plan, Schmitt seconded. Motion carried on voice vote.

Citizen Comments:
Chris Barto someone in Fort Gratiot is mapping all solar leases in St. Clair County and up to
15,000 acres for DTE and Ranger Power still suing Clyde Township. Now Ranger Power, she
believes, wants to get tin on the DTE lawsuit. Lot of leases up north of Burtch Road. Talking
about at Grant Township meeting about data center at Greenwood.

ZBA Report. No meeting since last planning commission meeting.

Board Liaison report: Nothing at this time. Still looking for new head of the water
department.

Correspondence:  None.
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Next Regular Meeting: October 7, 2025 at 7 p.m.

Adjournment: Motion by Tremble, second by Schmitt to adjourn at 7:42 p.m. Motion
passes unanimously on voice vote.

__________________________________                        ________________
JoAnn E. Vargo Approved


