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Burtchville Township 4000 Burtch Roa
Planning Commission______Lakeport, Michigan 48059

Minutes of October 7, 2025 Planning Commission Regular Meeting;
Chairman, Paul Richards called the meeting of the Burtchville Township Planning
Commission to order at 7:02 p.m.; Pledge of Allegiance Recited

Members Present: Minnie, Richards, Schmitt, Stevens, Tremble, Vargo and Wollenweber.
Excused: None.
Citizens present: Bill Goossens, Zoning Administrator; Al Briolat, and Louisa of DTE

Minutes: Motion by Minnie, second by Schmidt, to approve minutes of September 2, 2025,
regular meeting. No discussion. Motion unanimously approved by voice vote.

New Business:
1. Election of officers. Motion by Tremble to retain Paul Richards as Chairman and

JoAnn Vargo as Secretary and nominate Mark Wollenweber as Vice Chairman.
Schmitt second.  Motion by Minnie to nominate Mark Wollenweber as Chairman,
Paul Richards as Vice Chairman and JoAnn Vargo as secretary. Schmitt second
secretary. Richards on motion of secretary.  Motion unanimously approved by
voice vote for Vargo as secretary.  On Tremble motion for Richards and
Wollenweber, two ayes, one nay and three abstain.  On Minnie motion for
Wollenweber and Richards; three yes, three abstain. Minnie motion carried on
voice vote.

2. Shipping containers ordinance question from Board of Trustees.  Section
154.153.C has something about portable “on demand” storage devices. “C” on the
one sheet handed out, page 237 in the book. Section 154.009 – accessory buildings
on page 57. Extensive discussion regarding size of structure, what are called and
whether require a permit. Wollenweber what do we need to say in the ordinance
until there is an amendment; are we covered if we say that it looks like it is clear
that a storage container and pods require a compliance permit. Goosens we need to
understand the difference between a pod and a shipping container. Richards if
want to clarify it more and say that pods are shipping containers and what districts
you want to allow them. Wollenweber In the minutes it should reflect it is our
understanding that pods and shipping containers are considered accessory
buildings and it would require, at a minimum, depending on its size, a zoning
compliance certificate. Bigger ones would require a building permit and might
require a foundation or some sort of placement on gravel or something which
would be covered under the size.  Put on for next month, in the meantime,
depending on size they might need a building permit.

Old Business:
1. Short Term rentals. Amendments:  Proposed amendment not ready, need to

incorporate information from public at last public hearing on short term rental
ordinance. Will look at that next month. Tremble inquired if considering limiting
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number of short-term rentals allowed in township similar to other towns and
townships.

2. Alternative energy - Solar Ordinance: Updated draft of solar ordinance handed out
for review.  Need to compare with state guidelines, DTE guidelines and other
guidelines. Vargo explained that part of the ordinance was taken from Wales
township and the health department and a little bit from our existing solar
ordinance.  The draft needs to be formatted/cleaned up. Keep on the agenda so
everyone can review and determine whether go with what Grant, Worth, DTE or
the state has proposed or something different. Tremble mentioned had heard a
couple solar leases may not be renewed in Burtchville Township.

3. Master Plan. Richards talked to the Board at their last meeting and basically didn’t
give us answer on which way to go. Wollenweber believes it makes sense to talk
to Kim Harmer and she is doing the parks and rec plan update. Based on the
information that county used to help and now don’t want to undertake. I think
makes sense to work with Kim and I believe the township board would prefer free
rather than pay.  Believe should pull out the Master Plan and make time to get
copies out for all members.  We can get from SEMCOG updated statistics which
we can put in appendix.  The County will charge us for maps.  First get copies to
everybody of the existing Master Plan and then make a decision as to what need to
change.  Need copies for Mark, Carolanne and Travis.  If we are satisfied except for
updating the statistics and things like that we can do the process, Kim is willing to
assist. Richards basically it is a township board document and leave it up to them
to figure out what they want to do with it. Wollenweber inquire should possibly
have presentations by potential vendors to board for the master plan. Possibly have
joint meeting with the Board for presentations. First spend time looking at current
copy.

Citizen Comments:
Louisa of DTE in regards to solar ordinance, DTE wants to work with you.

Developers will ask if you have a CREO and if don’t they can go directly to the State.  Need
to think of this when doing ordinance.  If restrictive ordinance, DTE may be able to do it but
not necessarily other developers can.

ZBA Report. No meeting since last planning commission meeting.

Board Liaison report: Talked about the Master Plan and homework this month.

Correspondence:  None.

Next Regular Meeting: November 4, 2025 at 7 p.m.

Adjournment: Motion by Wollenweber, second by Richards to adjourn at 8:46 p.m. Motion
passes unanimously on voice vote.

__________________________________                        ________________
JoAnn E. Vargo Approved


