Burtchville Township 4000 Burtch Road
Planning Commission Lakeport, Michigan 48059

Minutes of May 6, 2025 Planning Commission Regular Meeting;
Chairman, Paul Richards called the meeting of the Burtchville Township Planning
Commission to order at 7:00 p.m.; Pledge of Allegiance Recited

Members Present: Light, Minnie, Richards, Tremble, Vargo and Wollenweber.
Excused: Schmitt
Citizens present: Bill Goossens, Zoning Administrator; Jill Barto and Chris Barto

Minutes: Motion by Wollenweber second by Vargo approve minutes of April 1, 2025,
regular meeting. No discussion. Motion unanimously approved by voice vote.

New Business:
None

Old Business:

1. Short Term rentals. Secretary Vargo presented information from previous
meetings. Amendment was forwarded to the Board in June 2024, they voted on it.
Since September waiting for additional information regarding citizens’ comments
and a portion that was not in the amendment forwarded to the Board in June of
2024. Nothing new presented tonight but need to work on. Chairman Richards
indicated that need to specify in ordinance about parking and cap on number of
bedrooms relative to size of lot. Tremble indicated that operating commercial
business in residential area — need to have designated parking. Light indicated
comes down to enforcement; we have no way to enforce what putting in
ordinance. Only do something if a complaint is submitted. ZA indicated has a
meeting with a company regarding all air bnb sites and will provide a monthly
report indicating everyone in township advertising air bnb and with report
township can follow-up with owner regarding registration of short term rental.
Wollenweber suggested that need to know 1) which properties are
licensed/registered as short term rental, 2) if ZA has approval to utilize company to
determine what properties are advertised and determine which properties are not
“licensed” under our existing ordinance and 3) what we need to post so we can
take action. Matter tabled until next month so can get the information.

2. Solar Ordinance: Richards gave update on County solar and battery storage
proposal which is being prepared by Health Department. County attorney
indicated what is in the regulation is enforceable; there is substantial evidence
showing what they are talking about has baring. The County Board approved the
regulation unanimously. A copy of the regulation will not be available for a couple
weeks. Minnie suggested that if get before our next meeting we have a special
meeting to get something on the books. Wollenweber suggested we can copy the
County regulation as our ordinance. Light indicated we need to get something in
black and white and we can always come back and amend if information changes
regarding sound levels or whatever the case may be. Richards indicated we are



long ways from being finished with the ordinance and no reason to debate some
things already determined at County level; we clone that and go on with stuff need
to talk about. What the County passed also affects battery storage which we will
need to do something on battery also because they kind of go together. County
regulation only effect 50 megawatts and above. The township has to have
ordinance on anything below 50 megawatts. Minnie noted in Michigan Planner a
one-day program in Lansing coming up on solar. Richards will look into it and
maybe send a representative.

3. Amendment to 154.151: Chairman indicated he and secretary sat down and
cleaned up proposed amendment to conform with other ordinance formats and
remove duplications. ZA indicated discussion with Clerk and Supervisor that
portion is to be removed. Chairman indicated he has not received information
from Clerk. Matter tabled for information from the Township Board as to what
they want in the ordinance.

4. Master Plan. Richards indicated he spoke to Ms. Wallace with County Planning
and she will put together a proposal for the township which we should have for the
next meeting. Keep getting mixed signals from township board members on
whether do a proper update, others say split into sections and everyone update on
own. We don’t have the expertise to do it. Minnie indicated the board didn’t make
a decision. We did an update a couple years ago. Richards indicated once update
the master plan will need to look at ordinance book to make sure they match.

5. Future meetings. June meeting postponed to June 10 to ensure quorum.
Meetings also scheduled for July 1 and August 5, 2025 as needed.

Correspondence: None.
ZBA Report. No report given.
Board Liaison report: Comments were on master plan.

Citizen Comments: Who need to contact regarding work on Metcalf Road. Advised to
contact Clyde Township as Metcalf Road is under supervision of Clyde Township.

Next Regular Meeting June 10, 2025 at 7 p.m.

Adjournment: Motion by Minnie, second by Light to adjourn at 7:44 p.m. Motion passes
unanimously on voice vote.

JoAnn E. Vargo Approved



