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Burtchville Township 4000 Burtch Road
Planning Commission______Lakeport, Michigan 48059
Minutes of April 1, 2025 Planning Commission Regular Meeting;
Chairman, Paul Richards called the meeting of the Burtchville Township Planning
Commission to order at 7:00 p.m.; Pledge of Allegiance Recited

Members Present: Richards, Tremble, Vargo and Wollenweber.
Excused: Light, Minnie and Schmitt
Citizens present: Bill Goossens, Zoning Administrator; Sandra Richardson; Vance
Richardson; Sandra Tannehill; Louisa Ritchlin of DTE; Jill Barto; Chris Barto; Julie Patterson,
and James Buckley

Minutes: Motion by Wollenweber second by Vargo approve minutes of March 18, 2025,
regular meeting. No discussion. Motion unanimously approved by voice vote.

New Business:
None

Old Business:
1. Proposed nonspecific amendment changes. Per Chairman to be removed from

agenda until something is actually presented by the Zoning Administrator.
2. Short Term rentals. Nothing presented tonight but need to work on.
3. Solar Ordinance: Discussion that Health Officer for the County is working on

something.  Wollenweber suggested we do nothing on solar ordinance until we
know what the county is going to do. County concept seems to be that from a
health officer standpoint that they can stop the noise because of humming and that
the state ordinance doesn’t have anything on it.  Richards indicated that the County
is talking about sound levels, screening, and amount of monies companies have to
put up front.  Believes we can put a pause on those three areas but still look at
other areas.  Sandra Tannehill indicated the County has sent matter to lawyers and
there will be a meeting the end of April to the health advisory board and to
determine what their next steps will be. Richards indicated we will keep the matter
on the agenda for May to see what the County does. Richards asked DTE
representative to provide dates for proposed tour of the Lapeer solar facility.

4. Amendment to 154.151: Discussion that proposed amendment has been revised
so it is strictly for single-family and two-family parcels only.  Requirements from
last month are still in this.  None of that changed but moved up in document. Also
added the word “topography” to line that “the survey shall show any adjacent
roads or waterways,” to address issue of property with stream in the middle of the
property. Also question about having both commission chairperson and zoning
administrator have authority to waive any of the plan requirements.  Wollenweber
feels it should be paid township employee.  Zoning Administrator feels have tools
that can be used to determine if something should not be waived and making red
tape if have requirement for two people to make that decision. Secretary to clean
up proposed amendment and forward to attorney for review. If attorney approves
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of the proposed amendment; consensus to schedule matter for public hearing for
May meeting. If attorney has any questions public hearing will not be scheduled.

5. Master Plan. Richards indicated the board has approved that we go through the
master plan to see what needs to be changed; update statistics, business lists and
add water districts. Richards will talk to County Planning and see what can put
together as proposal to work on Master Plan.  If they cannot, he will talk to Kim
Harmer to see if she is able to work with us.

Correspondence:
Richards handed out Registration forms for the St. Clair County Metropolitan Planning
Commission 2025 Spring Workshop on May 8 and registration forms to be filed by April 30.
Complete registration form and give to Clerk’s office for submission.

ZBA Report. No report given.

Zoning Administrator: No information regarding comment in March that the State is
requiring housing information for the township and that it needed to be addressed at April
meeting.

Board Liaison report: No one from board present.

Citizen Comments:
Vance Richardson of Fort Gratiot Township. Agree seeing what County does is wise thing.
Destruction of home values in area of solar facilities. Noise extremely annoying.  Should be
measured at inverter not at your house.
Sandra Tannehill of Wales Township. She wrote Wales Township Solar Ordinance. Wales
Township has a CREO in small box in their solar ordinance. “Anything else in the ordinance
is yours.”

Next Regular Meeting May 6, 2025 at 7 p.m.

Adjournment: Motion by Wollenweber, second by Richards to adjourn at 7:46 p.m. Motion
passes unanimously on voice vote.

_/s/______________________________                        __5/6/2025________
JoAnn E. Vargo Approved


