
INFORMATION ON BURTCHVILLE TOWNSHIP
WATER RATES

ln the fall of 2011, the Detroit Water Deparlment (DWSD) performed a scheduled
review of the Burtchville Township using water flow rates for the months of May,
June, July and August 2011. During this review, the DWSD determined that
there were thifty five (35) violations to our water flow rate limits. The violations
identified resulted from excess water usage during the peak hours of 5:00 am to
midnight during those months.

To explain, flow rates are determined by the water used during the peak hours of
operation. The violations identified were a result of excess water used during the
peak hours. Lawn and/or landscape irrigation is usually the cause for excess
flow rates.

The Burtchville Township Water Ordinance states that manual lawn and
landscape irrigation can only be done on an alternate day basis designated by
the property address. The alternate day basis of watering permits the watering of
lawns and landscaping on even-numbered days for property with even number
addresses and odd-numbered days for property with odd number addresses.
For those properties in Buftchville Township that utilize an automatic
programmable underground irrigation system, watering hours are from midnight
to 5:00 am, Michigan time.

Due to the violations that were identified, two things will happen. One, new flow
rates will be established for 2012 and two, the Township will be charged 20%
more to purchase water from the DWSD. Unfortunately, this increase will result
in higher water rates for our residents.

Burtchville Township will make every effort to keep water rates as low as
possible. The Township is looking at diflerent ways to accomplish this task. A
tiered billing rate schedule may be adopted in which properties that use
excessive amounts of water will pay a higher rate per cubic foot of water and/or
the minimum number of cubic feet of water usage (presently 1,600 cubic feet)
may be lowered to fall within the minimum charge of $70.00 per quarterly billing.


