
IN THE KNOW ..... ABOUT H.2O

Did you lcrow that the Township is currentiy working with DWSD to reduce our rate? While we
cannot change the distance we are from the water treatment plant or our Township's unique
elevation, we can make changes that will impact our max day demand and peak hour demand
thereby reducing the rate we pay to DWSD. By working together as a community, we can make
simple changes in our water usage that wr1l have an impact on the water rate charged by DWSD.

While much of the water used dunng our peak hour and max day is from lawn rrrigation, there
are many ways you can help. Below are a few water conservation ideas to help any time of the

year.

o Limrt your water usage during the hours of 5 and 9 a.m. and 6 and 10 p.m. Michigan
time when demand on DWSD's system is the highest (especially during summer
months - irrigate your lawns between the hours of Midnight and 6 a.m. Michigan
time)

o Only wash full loads of laundry and save 300-800 gallons per month!!

o Wait until your dishwasher is fully loaded before running. A dishwasher usually uses

less water than washing dishes by hand. But if you wash dishes by hand, fill the sink
for rinsing, don't leave water running unless sink is plugged, and tum faucet off
when not in use. Water savings: 2.5 gallons per minute.

o Water your plants only when needed.

. Check for and fix leaky faucets and toilets

o Your toilet is not the trash! Throw that used tissue into the trash instead of the torlet
and save 400-600 gallons per monthl

o Soap, rinse, and Go! Keep showers to less than 10 minutes. Water savings: up to
700 gallons per month. Baths/showers can use up to 50-100 gallons of water.

o Install water-saving devrces on faucets and shower heads. Faucet aerators are

incredibly cheap ($2-$5), easily installed (think light bulb), and will save 4.J gallons
per day.

. Place plastic jugs filled with sand or stones in your toile tank to reduce the amount of
water used per flush.

o Tum off the faucet while brushing your teeth, shaving or washing your hands. Water
savings: over 240 gallons per month.

r Consider water efficiency when purchasing new appliances like laundry machines or
dishwashers. They use up to 40%o less water per year.
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Lawn Watering Reminder

We would like to remind you of our Lawn
Watering Ordinance which includes a

requirement to operate underground irrigation
systems during non-peak hours of Midnight and
5 a.m. Michigan time. The Ordinance states in
part, "it is unlawful for any person to utilize
water for the watering of lawns or landscaping
except on an alternate day basis". Further, it
states that "sprinkling of lawns and landscapins
shall onl]' be done during non-peak hours of
Midnieht and 5 a.m. Michigan time.". We ask
that you program your irrigation system to
operate during the hours of Midnight and 5

a.m. Michigan time on an alternate day basis
to help us in our efforts to reduce our water rate.

We deterrnine altemate day watering based on

our customer's address. To deterrrrine if an

address is even or odd numbered refer to the last
number in the street address. Even-numbered
addresses ending with a 0, 2, 4, 6, or 8 should
water on even numbered days and odd-numbered
addresses ending with a 1,3,5,7, or 9 should
water on odd numbered days.

Burtchville Township has elected to set

Ordinances and Policies in place to manage the

community's water demands that will help to
lower our water rate. We are asking each
resident to do their part in keeping our water
costs as low as possible. Please be aware that a

resident who violates this Ordinance is
responsible for a civil infraction and is liable for
a civil fine of $100.00 for the first offense and

$250.00 for second and subsequent violations.

We thank you rn advance for your cooperation by
adhering to this Ordinance.
Questions mav be directed to:
Dusty Kowalski, DPW Superintendent
(810) 38s-8sss


