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FROM THE DESK OF THE SUPERVISOR  

  

 Here we are again in the fall of the year, which 

has been a lovely fall, weather wise.  Time to get ready 

for the snow to fly and, hopefully, it will not be as cold 

as last winter.  During the winter season, please re-

member to have your home prepared in case of an 

emergency, such as power outages or being snowed in 

for a prolonged period of time. 

 Last summer, we had that tragic accident at the 

intersection of Burtch Road and Lakeshore Roads. I 

had been asked to contact the State about lowering the 

speed limit starting north of the State Park, through 

Lakeport and to the south of the State Day Park. The 

correspondence I have had on the phone and by mail 

with MDOT (Michigan Department of Transportation) 

indicated they have no intention of lowering the speed 

limit in that area. The correspondence we received is 

on the Township’s web site, www.burtchville. org. If 

the residents of Burtchville Township are interested in 

lowering the speed limit through Lakeport, please con-

tact the office by email, letter or phone call and I will 

get in touch with our State Senator and State Repre-

sentative.  I think it will take the whole Township’s 

involvement   to get this job done by a letter writing 

campaign and/or phone calls. I would like to know the 

thoughts of our residents before embarking on this pro-

ject.  I thank you in advance for your response 

 Again, I would like to remind you that the pa-

vilion at the Burtchville Township Park can be re-

served for your spring, summer or fall family reunion 

parties or other functions.  The fee to rent the pavilion 

is $50.00, which includes electricity.   Please remem-

ber if the pavilion is not reserved it is still available on 

a first come basis, without electricity. 

 The Township will be facilitating a Special 

Assessment District for the Sheldon Beach Subdivision 

for a road paving project. Sheldon Beach Subdivision 

will be paying all cost to the Township.                  

 I hope everyone has a safe fall and winter sea-

son and enjoy your Holidays. 

Regards,  

Michael Appel, Burtchville Township Supervisor 

FROM THE D.P.W. 

 Many of you have probably noticed Dusty, the 

Township DPW Superintendent, working hard to complete 

flushing hydrants before winter sets in.  Like geese flying 

south, it’s a sure sign that winter is on its way.  As winter 

approaches, it is time to think about ways to prevent your 

water pipes and water meter from freezing.  Make sure all 

crawl space openings and vents are closed.  If we experi-

ence extremely cold weather, slightly open a faucet to avoid 

frozen pipes. 

 Last year, the State of Michigan mandated that back 

flow devices for irrigation systems be tested every three 

years by a certified backflow tester.  Letters have been 

mailed and tests are being completed and returned to our 

office.  If you have not had your irrigation system tested, 

please do so and return the testing form to our office.  If you 

received a letter and you do not use an underground irriga-

tion system that uses the Burtchville Township water sys-

tem, be sure to contact our office and your account will be 

noted. 

TREASURER’S NOTES 

Important Dates: 

12/30/14 Office will be open until 5 p.m. for your conven-

ience. 

2/15/15 Water special assessments due without incurring 

penalty 

2/17/15 Last day to pay Winter 2014 taxes without incur-

ring interest/penalty. 

3/2/15 Last day to pay 2014 taxes before they are returned 

as delinquent.  (Office will be open until 5 p.m. for your 

convenience. 

CLERK’S CORNER 

Election News: 

 The Burtchville Newsletter is being mailed with 

your December tax bill, so it will be published too late to 

include any information about the General Election on No-

vember 4, 2014, otherwise known as the “Governor’s 

Race”. This was a Board of Trustees decision. 

 If this mailing option continues, you won’t receive 

information for any future elections as the tax bills are 

mailed out the 1st of July and the 1st of December . 

 Please let us know if you would like the newsletter 

mailed directly to you or included with your tax bill. 

Make sure you check out all the free 

programs at your local Burtchville 

Township Library. 



AVAILABLE…….. 

For your convenience, we accept credit/debit cards.  

Our service provider will charge a convenience fee 

of 2.5% for each transaction, which will be added to 

your payment amount. There is a minimum charge of 

$3.95. 

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 

 This is the time for making sure your membership is 

up-to-date.  If it is up-to-date, thank you.  We would love to 

have some new Friends as well as maintain our current 

Friends.  Membership forms are available at the library. 

 The purpose of the Friends is to maintain a group of 

persons interested in assisting the Burtchville Township Li-

brary to provide library resources and services to the com-

munity.  We provide the library with funds to use for their 

programs.  One example is furnishing pizza for the Summer 

Reading Club, another is food and beverages for the Moth-

er’s Day Tea. 

 Donations to the community this past year have been 

to Mid City Nutrition to purchase children’s books and to 

Camp Grace Bentley (north Lakeport) to help cover the cost 

of supplies for children’s activities for the summer camp pro-

grams. 

 Our annual cookie sale is Saturday, December 13, 

2014 from 10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

 If you have questions about membership or would 

like to help with the cookie sale, please call Shirley Montross 

at (8100) 385-3475. 

OLD TOWNSHIP HALL 

 The renovation of the Old Township Hall is 

complete.  It has been rented by many residents of 

the Township for family gatherings, bridal showers, 

birthday parties, etc.  The rental fee is $50 plus a 

refundable $50 deposit.  The deposit will be refund-

ed within 15 days of the rental as long as all of the 

rules for use of the building are met.  There is an 

inspector who checks the building after every rental 

to make sure the building is clean, the garbage is 

removed and nothing is damaged.  No attachments 

are allowed to the walls or ceiling for decorations. 

 It is a great place to have holiday parties.  As 

your family and friends grow, sometimes you need a 

little larger place to hold these events.  We hope you 

will enjoy your newly renovated hall.  

LAKEPORT CEMETERY  

PRESERVATION SOCIETY 

 The Lakeport Cemetery Preservation Society is a 

non-profit 501C3 and all monies donated are tax deducti-

ble.  We would like to thank our biggest donors, Burtch-

ville Township and Eastern Michigan Bank.  Almost 

$60,000 has been raised to date with a goal of $75,000.  

Many of the goals have been met, such as replacing the 

back steps, the landscaping, more members, new win-

dows, new wiring, new dry wall, new doors and protec-

tive cover for the stained glass.   Among future goals are 

building a bell tower and landscaping the hill behind the 

chapel.  We would also like to thank the volunteers who 

have put in 280 hours this year. 

 Would you like to become a member?  Dues for 

an individual are $10, family memberships are $20 and a 

lifetime membership is $100.  Call Jim Collin, with ques-

tions, (810) 327-6887. 

 

Be sure to check out the articles 

regarding the history of the 

Burtchville Twp. library and 

cemetery, our resident, Pat 

Moses, was so gracious to get to-

gether, at www.burtchville.org 

LAKEPORT TAPESTRY GARDEN CLUB 

 The community gardens gave a beautiful showing of 

color again this year.  The cool, rainy weather helped keep 

everything looking beautiful. 

 If you enjoy the beautiful community gardens in the 

Township, please come join your neighbors in helping grow 

them.  There are sprinklers in the gardens now that take care 

of the watering so the commitment time is very little. We 

have a few hours of planting, weeding, and cleaning up in the 

fall.  You can learn new gardening tips from your neighbors.  

We also have tours of local gardens.  The Club meets the last 

Thursday of every month at either the Old Township Hall or 

at the gardens. 

 If you have any questions regarding the flower club, 

contact Becky at (810) 385-9719 or Cindy at (810) 327-6721. 

BURTCHVILLE TWP FIRE DEPT. 

 During the winter season, as snow 

piles up, it becomes difficult to locate hy-

drants.  Please assist us by keeping the hy-

drant on each side of your house clear.  It 

could be a short distance from your exact ad-

dress but it would be the one we would have 

to use in an emergency. Thank you for help-

ing us, help you. 

WELCOME new Zoning  Administrator, Rod Cowan.  

Should you have any questions for Rod, you can con-

tact him Monday mornings in the Township or on his 

cell phone at 810-543-3218. 


