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FROM THE CLERK’S DESK 

  The Township Board will see a couple of new 

faces as of the November 8, 2016, General Election.  They 

will take oath of office at the November 21st Board 

meeting. 

 Bob Bailey will be the new Clerk, Pat Janks will be 

a new Trustee.  Al Briolat, former Trustee, will be the new 

Treasurer. Mike Appel will remain the Township 

Supervisor and Cindy Minnie will remain a Trustee. Please 

welcome your new Board members along with those that 

retained their positions by attending meetings and letting 

them know how you feel about your Township and what 

you would like to see happen in the area. 

 I am retiring from the Clerk’s position and have to 

say that it has been my pleasure to serve the Township for 

a number of years and to see all the improvements 

accomplished by the Board during that time.  For example: 

the new Library, restoration of the Old Township Hall, 

improvements to the Township park, and last but not least 

the restoration of the “Little White Chapel”, that is almost 

complete.   

 A big thank you goes out to the handful of 

volunteers who have made all of these projects possible 

with their diligent work on fund raisers to help pay for the 

improvements and doing the actual work to complete 

LAKEPORT CEMETERY PRESERVATION  

SOCIETY 

  The Lakeport Cemetery Preservation 

Society is still doing “one project at a time” with the 

township’s “Little White Chapel”, which was formerly 

the Lakeport Methodist church until 1977, when it was 

moved to the Lakeport Cemetery.  The chapel still sits 

there today and while it had no name for many years, 

back in 2009, the Lakeport Cemetery Preservation Soci-

ety gave the building the name “Little White Chapel”.  

 After years of restoration, we are almost fin-

ished.  We have only two projects left.  Number one, the 

front and back doors.  The doors are in the building and 

waiting to be installed.  And, number two, the bell tow-

er.  We are very excited to have the bell from Central 

Methodist Church, which we hope to place on top of the 

chapel.  At this time, BMJ Engineering is looking into 

whether the structure can hold the weight of the tower.  

Unfortunately, this all costs money but there is a way 

for you to help. On Tuesday, December 20th, you, your 

family and friends can attend our winter concert staring 

Julianne Ankley and Cliff Erikson.  The seats are a steal 

and you will see a world class concert, right here in 

Lakeport, Michigan.  For tickets call Pat at 810-385-

1331.  These tickets will not last long, so don’t wait.  As 

always, we thank you for your continued support and 

contributions. 

Thank you, Jim Collin 

LAKEPORT TAPESTRY GARDEN CLUB 

 This year’s gardens were fabulous!  You couldn’t 

miss the outstanding red, white & blue War Memorial gar-

den.  Cindy Platzer out did herself this year.  Thank you 

for all your hard work.  The Lakeport Cemetery sign had a 

new look and was great.  The Township Park sign and 

Chapel gardens gave us a beautiful view all summer.  A 

big thanks to everyone who worked to make it happen and 

look so good. 

 This summer we toured two great gardens and got 

new ideas.  Blooming in season with a green house and a 

Lasagna garden, all you need to make this dish.  Both gave 

us new ideas for our own gardens.  We had speakers who 

shared their ideas: raising tomatoes, growing and using 

herbs, composting and taking care of winter birds.  Lots of 

new ideas for us. It’s been a fun and informative year.   

 We are always welcoming new members.  Come 

visit us, we are known as the “no guilt garden club”. We 

meet the last Thursday of the month March through De-

cember at 7 p.m. at the “Old Town Hall”.  Call Cathy Rice 

586-242-7538 or Becky Cummings 810-385-9719 for 

CEMETERY NEWS 

 There have been many complaints and much 

discussion about too many items being placed on graves 

in the Lakeport Cemetery.  This involves nearly 150 

gravesites that are not abiding by the Cemetery Ordi-

nance.  One of the most consistent problems is Plastic 

Flowers that are not placed in containers.  They are 

simply placed directly in the ground.  When the lawn 

care people mow and weed whack the wires attached to 

the flowers become projectiles and could seriously in-

jure someone.  Plastic flowers not in the containers will 

be removed. 

 There can be no fencing, railing, coping, hedge, 

ditch, post and chain or other similar devices.  Decora-

tive or landscape stone is not allowed.  Planting of trees 

or shrubs is not allowed on any lot. 

 The Ordinance is posted on the Township web-

site at http://burtchville.org. Please read it and follow 


