
LAKEPORT TAPESTRY GARDEN CLUB 
 
The community gardens located in front of the Ceme-

tery Chapel, around the Lakeport Cemetery sign, the 

Memorial Garden in front of Lakeport Market, and the 

Township Park had beautiful plantings this year. 

 

Judge Cynthia Platzer and her family have again done a 

wonderful job at the War Memorial Garden in front of 

Lakeport Market.  The design varies every year and is a 

pleasure to view.  Thank you for your unique beautiful 

designs. 

 

The Lakeport Cemetery Sign Garden was supervised 

again this year by Pat Moses. Pat selects the plantings 

and is the primary person to care for this garden. She 

spends much time with it and it shows.  Thank you Pat 

and all the Garden Club Members that worked on this 

garden. 

 

Becky Cummings and Kim Diefenbach redesigned the 

garden at the Burtchville Township Park.  It looked very 

colorful all summer to welcome visitors to our beautiful 

park. 

 

The garden at the Cemetery Chapel looks wonderful as 

always. The Club Members participated in weeding, 

planting and trimming.  A big thank you to all.  Great 

job! 

 

The Club is always looking for new members. It is a 

wonderful experience working with your neighbors to 

develop and care for the gardens. We also have tours of 

local gardens and presentations on crafts/flower arrang-

ing. If you have any questions regarding the Flower 

Club, contact Becky @ 359-9719 or Cindy @ 327-6721. 

 

The Club meets the last Thursday of every month at ei-

ther the Old Township Hall or at the gardens. 

 

ELECTION NEWS……..   

         BURTCHVILLE BRIEFS 
                         News of the Township 

 

There will be a School Election on November 5, 2013.  

Croswell-Lexington School District is requesting that 

voters in the district approve 1.8891 mills, consisting 

of an operating millage of  0.4951 for the year 2014 

and a charter millage of 1.394 mills to provide funds 

for the St. Clair County Community College District, 

Michigan. 

 

There will be another School Election held on 

February 25, 2014 for St. Clair Conty Regional 

Education Service Agency (RESA). This request is 

for .4 additional operating mills for 10 years. 

 

2014 will be the election for the Governor of Michigan 

 

The Primary Election will be August 5, 2014. 

 

The General Election will be November 4, 2014. 

 

There could also be a School Election held in May of 

2014. 

 

Remember, you must present a picture ID at the 

time of voting.     

 

 

REMEMBER….  

to   V O T E 

 

Polls open at 7am 

and close at 8pm. 

FALL—2013 

Township Office: 4000 Burtch Rd, Lakeport, MI 48059 

Phone: 810-385-5577  Fax: 810-385-8551 

Hours; Monday through Thursday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Drop Box Available for Payments 



 

OLD TOWNSHIP HALL RENOVATION 

  The renovation of the Old Township Hall is close to completion.  The DPW building was tore down, new siding 

was added to the north side, and windows on the north side of the building were replaced.  There will be some addi-

tional parking on the north side of the building. 

  The interior has been restored to its original look with wall boards and wainscoting.  The ceiling is the original tin 

and was primarily all intact.  Matt Harvey, the carpenter, was able to restore the few tiles that were damaged and it 

is beautiful. 

  The kitchen cupboards have new doors, some of which will be locked for storage. A new refrigerator and stove 

were purchased by The Friends of the Burtchville Library. The “Friends” also donated money to purchase the cur-

tains and new lights that reflect the original school house era. There are also new closets for storage of the tables, 

storage for the library, and storage for the “Friends” books for their book sale.  The floor will be refinished the first 

weekend in October. The interior colors reflect the 1850’s era that were popular. 

  Beginning January 1, 2014, there will be a charge for renting the hall for social occasions, such as receptions, 

showers, reunions, and any parties. The charge will be a $50 refundable deposit and a $50 rental fee. The deposit 

will be refunded if, after inspection by the building supervisor, the building is clean, trash is removed, and there is 

no damage to the building. The rental fee will help maintain and do regular cleaning of the hall. The hall may only 

be rented to Burtchville Township Residents.  We hope you will enjoy your newly renovated hall. 

LAKEPORT CEMETERY PRESERVATION SOCIETY 
 

 I would like to thank Gary Minnie for volunteering to take the Chairperson position, at our August 

meeting, after long time member Bill Boesch stepped down.  Thanks Bill for all you have done.  I would also 

like to thank our new Secretary, Sue Colwell, for filling that position.  Our other board members are Co-chair, 

Jim Collin, Treasurer B.J. Swarts, and Directors Pat Moses, Frank Swarts, and Cindy Minnie.  Our meetings 

are on the second Tuesday of each month at the Township Hall at 9:30 a.m.  Stop by we would love to have 

your input on the restoration of the Little White Chapel. 

 I am sure that most of the residents of Burtchville Township had lots to do this past summer, but some 

found time to participate in our on-going fund raising events like the ice cream social, Bob Evans fun days, 

The Little White Chapel yard sale, Detroit Tiger bus trip (which sold out) and music in the chapel.  This was 

an outstanding performance by Julianne and the Rogues.  If you missed this, you missed a lot. 

 When you drive by the chapel, look at our fund raising thermometer; you can see we have raised over 

$45,000.  We only have $35,000 more to reach our goal of $75,000.  We are turning our efforts to the inside 

wall covering removal, insulating the outside walls, and rewiring the building.  We are looking for contractors 

to help by donating their labor and material or both for the  Little White Chapel restoration.  Interested? Con-

tact me. 

 We would like to thank the Albion Free Methodist Church in Albion, Michigan, for their donation of 

four church pews that will be used in the chapel.  Two last things, I would like to tell you.  On Saturday, Octo-

ber 19th, 10 a.m.-2p.m., we will be having a baked goods/used book sale at the Burtchville Township Library.  

On Sunday, October 20th, is our Bob Evans fun day fundraiser.  Print off a coupon from the Burtchville 

Township website (burtchville.org) or pick one up at most Lakeport businesses.  Turn in the coupon when you 

pay your bill at Bob Evans (Port Huron) and you will be helping out your Little White Chapel. 

Thanks, 

Jim Collin, Co-chairperson (810-434-4755) 
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                                                                                     TREASURER’S NOTES  

Q and A:  “What costs can be paid 

by the property tax administration 

fee?” 

MCL 211.44(3) authorizes a tax 

collecting unit to impose the fee to 

offset costs incurred in assessing 

property values, collecting the 

property tax levies, and in the re-

view and appeal process.  These 

costs may include the portion of the 

supervisor’s salary related to as-

sessing, the salaries of the assessor 

and any assistants in the assessing 

department, printing and mailing 

costs related to assessment notices 

and tax statements and receipts, the 

portions of the treasurer and dep-

uty treasurer’s salaries related to 

tax collection, and all board of re-

view and tax appeal costs.  Some 

less obvious but applicable costs are 

Surety bond premiums, mileage, 

supplies, seminar registrations and 

equipment purchases related to the 

assessing department’s function. 

(MCL 211.44). 

 

  ________________________________ 

 

Shake your Mailbox Day is Saturday, Oc-

tober 19.  Often a mailbox is damaged 

during the winter season due to a weak or 

aged post.  A quick “shake” prior to the 

snow season can help you determine if 

your mailbox post needs to be replaced.  

This can save you time and aggravation 

later. 

 

  ________________________________ 

 

2/14/14 Winter 2013 Taxes and Special 

Assessments due 

2/28/14 Last day to pay 2013 taxes in Twp 

Office. 

                          FROM THE D P W  
Many of you have probably noticed Dusty, the Township DPW Superintendent, working hard to 

complete flushing hydrants before winter sets in.  Like geese flying south, it’s a sure sign that 

winter is on its way.  As winter approaches, it  is time to think about ways to prevent your water 

pipes and water meter from freezing. Make sure all crawl space openings and vents are closed.  If 

we experience extremely cold weather, slightly open a faucet to avoid frozen pipes.  

 

Beginning this year, the State of Michigan has mandated that back flow devices for irrigation 

systems be tested every three years by a certified back flow tester.  Letters have been mailed and 

tests are being completed and returned to our office.  If  you have not had your irrigation system 

tested, please do so and return the testing form to our office.  If you received a letter and you do 

not use an underground irrigation system that uses the Burtchville Township water system, be sure 

to contact our office and your account will be noted.  

 

As always, we are trying to keep water rates as low as possible. Last year,  the Township was 

notified that we had three violations to the DWSD (Detroit Water and Sewerage Depart.) contract. 

The Township chose not to increase water rates at that time and it is  important to follow the Water 

Ordinance by only irrigating lawns during the non -peak hours of 12:00 a.m. to 6:00 a.m.  We are 

making every effort to monitor usage during peak hours of the day to avoid further violations.  

Your cooperation in this matter is appreciated.  

 

AVAILABLE…….. 

For your convenience, 

BURTCHVILLE TWP. 

accepts credit/debit cards.   

 

Our service provider will 

charge a convenience fee that 

will be added to your 

payment amount for each 

transaction. 

 2.5% will be added to 

your payment amount 

 There is a minimum 

charge of $3.95 
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THE BURTCHVILLE TOWNSHIP LIBRARY                

 

The Burtchville Township Library offers several ongoing programs for area residents. This fall the library 

will be offering computer programs on Monday evenings at 6 p.m. Space for the programs is limited; 

participants must register in advance.  If you are interested in any of the programs listed below, please 

register by calling the library at 385-8550. 

Computer programs: 

Social Networking: Facebook  October 21, 2013 

Beyond Email: Skye & Chat   October 28, 2013 

Tech Savvy Tips & Tricks   November 4, 2013 

Digital Photography 1 November 18, 2013 

Digital Photography 2 December 2, 2013 

eBooks 1 December 9, 2013 

eBooks 2 December 16, 2013 

This is only a partial listing of library programs.  A complete list is available on the township website 

(Burtchville.org). 

 

The library also offers an ongoing story time for pre-school age children on Friday mornings at 10 a.m. 

except during the holiday periods when the library is closed.  On the first Friday of the month the program 

is a “Lapsit” which includes a story and a finger play, rhymes, or activities with music. Fridays later in the 

month are “Small Wonders” programs which include story selections and a craft. Parents are welcome to 

register their children by calling the library at 385-8550; however, registration is not mandatory. 

 

The Friends of the Burtchville Township Library will be having their semi-annual book sale on Saturday, 

October 19, 2013, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Old Township Hall next to the Library.  The Friends annual 

cookie sale will be Saturday December 14, 2013 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

 

For area residents who wish to donate hats, mittens, or scarves to charitable organizations, the library 

“mitten tree” collection begins on November 12, 2013, and runs through December 14, 2013.  Gloves, hats, 

mittens and scarves may be brought to the library for the collection. 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE SUPERVISOR …. 

 

I hope everyone had a wonderful summer and you are enjoying this beautiful Fall weather.  I would 

like to remind everyone to be prepared in case of an emergency.  In the event of a storm or other 

emergency and the area is without electrical power and water, you should have the necessary supplies 

for at least three days.  These supplies should include a food supply, water, flash lights, batteries and 

any other items needed.  Also, remember to have fresh batteries in your fire alarms. 

 

TOWNSHIP WIDE GARBAGE AND RECYCLING SERVICES 

September marked the end of our recycling agreement with Fort Gratiot Township. Many of our 

residents that used the recycling service have asked us to look into curbside trash pickup and recycling 

for Burtchville Township. 

 

The Township has received bids from three contractors for this service and the prices look very good.  

It appears that this service would be less expensive than individual garbage pickup. The Township 

would have to set up a special assessment for this project which would include township wide trash 

pickup, recycling and yard waste pickup.  The yard waste pickup would run from April to November.  

Post cards will be mailed to residents with information regarding this project. There will be two public 

hearings held to hear your thoughts on the subject.   

 

I hope everyone has a great fall and winter season 

 

  - Mike 

FROM THE BURTCHVILLE TOWNSHIP FIRE DEPT. 
 

Its that time of year again, that’s right … time to CHANGE THE BATTERIES IN YOUR SMOKE 

ALARMS.   

 

Also, in an effort to assist your local fire department please make sure that your address is posted in 

reflective numbers on either the front of your home or at the end of your drive on a stake or mailbox 

post.  Reflective numbers can be purchased through the fire department or at your local hardware 

store.  It only takes a moment and could save precious time should an urgent matter arise. 

 

The recent Pancake Breakfast was a tremendous success again this year.  A large “thank you” to all the 

Burtchville Township residents, friends and relatives for supporting this yearly fundraiser.   
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